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TITLE:   Pleased with PUNCH



HOST:   These satellites may come in small packages, but they’re going to do big science.


ANNOUNCER: This is “Innovation Now” ...bringing you stories behind the ideas that shape our future. 


HOST:   The Sun generates a vast outpouring of solar particles known as the solar wind which creates a dynamic system of space radiation.  

So, NASA has selected a new mission to focus directly on the Sun’s outer atmosphere, the corona, and how it generates the solar wind.  Here’s Nicholeen Viall, a research astrophysicist at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center to explain the PUNCH mission.

The PUNCH Mission, instead of being one giant mission that launched all at once – we’re going to have four smaller satellites and you pull apart the different measurements that you’re going to make and you can put each one on a different satellite.  And then you paste them back together essentially when you pull the data down on your computer.
 
With its four suitcase-sized satellites, Punch will image and track the solar wind as it leaves the Sun --- because the more we understand space weather and its interaction with Earth, the more we can mitigate its effects on life and technology.  



For Innovation Now, I'm Jennifer Pulley.



ANNOUNCER: “Innovation Now” is produced by the National Institute of Aerospace through collaboration with NASA and is distributed by WHRV. Visit us online at “innovation-now-dot US.”


